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Table A.1: Predictive e!ects of partisanship and health on alternative insurance decisions

Panel A OLS
Auto Home Life Index > median

Republican 0.034** 0.015 0.058*** 0.039*
(0.015) (0.018) (0.019) (0.021)

Republican → healthy 0.003 0.009 -0.020 0.010
(0.025) (0.026) (0.029) (0.035)

Panel B Logit
Auto Home Life Index > median

Republican 0.183** 0.093 0.300*** 0.200*
(0.085) (0.139) (0.097) (0.112)

Republican → healthy 0.016 0.152 -0.102 0.055
(0.152) (0.225) (0.150) (0.187)

Demographic controls Yes Yes Yes Yes
Rating area FE Yes Yes Yes Yes

Observations 5316 4356 5245 4240
Dep. var. mean 0.525 0.773 0.494 0.482
Dep. var. std. dev. 0.493 0.373 0.490 0.439

Notes: Table presents coe!cient estimates from regressions of four binary variables
on an indicator for whether the individual is a Republican or a Republican-leaning
independent, an indicator for whether the individual is healthy, and the interaction
of the two. In Columns 1-3 the outcome is an indicator for whether the individual
is enrolled in a placebo insurance plan. In Column 4 the outcome is an indicator
for whether an inverse covariance-weighted index of the three placebo outcomes is
above its median value. Demographic controls include age, age squared, gender,
gender → age, college degree, marital status, race (whether white or not), family
size, and income. Standard errors are clustered at the state level.
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Figure A.1: Di!erence in uptake by health status and partisan a”liation
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(a) Heterogeneity by detailed health status
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(b) Heterogeneity by detailed partisan a”liation

Notes: Panel A presents OLS coe!cients from regressing an indicator for ACA Marketplace coverage on a Republican indicator

(taking value one if the individual is a Republican or Republican-leaning independent and zero otherwise), interacted with each

value of health status. Panel B presents OLS coe!cients from regressing an indicator for ACA Marketplace coverage on an

indicator for healthy status (taking value one if the individual is in “Very good” or “Excellent health” and zero otherwise),

interacted with each value of partisan a!liation. Specification is otherwise as in Table 2.
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B Linear Cost Model

This section presents results obtained from using a rich linear model to predict expected

healthcare costs, as opposed to the random forest approach used in the main text.

In the MEPS data, we estimate

Cict = ωct + ωXict + εict, (10)

where Cict is the total annual healthcare spending for individual i living in Census region c

in year t; and Xict are a set of demographics including an indicator Healthyict, a quadratic

polynomial in age, a gender indicator and its interaction with age, an indicator for college ed-

ucation or higher, an indicator for whether the respondent is white, an indicator for whether

the respondent is married, family size, and seven income brackets. We replace the rating

area → year indicators used in Table 2 with Census region → year indicators because MEPS

does not include disaggregated rating area identifiers, and we omit the Republican indicator

and its interaction with Healthyict because MEPS does not include partisan a!liation. We

maintain the assumption that costs and partisan a!liation are conditionally independent

after controlling for our rich set of covariates, which is equivalent to c(ε̃) = c(ε) in Section

3).

Table B.1 presents coe!cient estimates, and Figure B.1 graphs predicted costs, separately

by partisan a!liation and health status. The results are virtually identical to those obtained

through the random forest model (Figure 4 in the main text): the di”erences between Re-

publicans and non-Republicans, induced by the correlation between political a!liation and

demographics used to predict costs, are negligible relative to the much larger cost di”erences

between unhealthy and healthy individuals.

Figure B.2 shows that, as with the cost estimates obtained from the random forest model,

the su!cient condition for political adverse selection derived in Section 3 holds for the cost

estimates obtained from the linear model for all costs greater than 2000: that is, f I first-order

stochastically dominates fNI .

Finally, Table B.2 presents the estimated changes in average costs, computed using the

linear cost model. The implied cost changes are quantitatively very similar to those calcu-

lated under the random forest model.
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Table B.1: MEPS cost estimates

Total cost (yearly)

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Healthy -4857.9756 1274.9091 1325.6385 1389.1577
(255.0701) (593.8126) (583.5293) (583.4748)

Age -180.7786 -26.1139 -21.5797 -7.9098
(44.1908) (44.6143) (44.7829) (44.4525)

Age squared 3.4812 2.7234 2.6644 2.4915
(0.5233) (0.5175) (0.5212) (0.5164)

Male -2523.6167 -3059.4935 -3099.8156 -2972.6908
(254.1809) (391.4041) (397.1593) (403.8383)

Male → age 28.9568 35.0837 35.6105 33.7670
(7.9005) (7.2334) (7.3032) (7.2344)

College 612.8716 695.6244 621.7603 583.7744
(187.1597) (188.5769) (195.9012) (180.1881)

White 972.7569 1026.8115 994.4590 1023.4939
(170.6657) (169.8210) (168.6211) (169.8522)

Marital status -0.8718 55.3749 100.6236 154.3349
(221.7545) (221.9679) (206.8959) (187.1439)

Family size -457.5174 -460.7949 -473.1645 -478.0838
(47.7961) (46.0771) (44.8505) (49.2754)

Healthy → age -149.5131 -150.5370 -150.2103
(13.3455) (13.3660) (13.1896)

Healthy → male 380.3136 400.4797 369.2479
(379.5647) (382.2631) (384.3305)

Pseudo R-squared

RMSE 15287.41 15259.10 15231.40 15219.58
Census region → year FE No No Yes Yes
Income category FE No No No Yes

Observations 61980 61980 61980 61980
R-squared 0.048 0.052 0.055 0.057
RMSE 15287.41 15259.10 15231.40 15219.58
Dep. var. mean 5264.644 5264.644 5264.644 5264.644
Dep. var. std. dev. 15343.219 15343.219 15343.219 15343.219

Notes: Table presents coe!cient estimates from regressions of yearly total cost on in-
dividual characteristics. All columns weight observations by provided sample weights.
Standard errors are clustered at the census region → year level.
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Figure B.1: Predicted Costs by Partisan A”liation, Age and Health Status (Linear Model)

Notes: Figure presents average predicted insured costs as a function of age, split by Republican vs. non-Republican survey

respondents and by healthy vs. unhealthy respondents.

Figure B.2: Su”cient condition for political adverse selection: F̂ I(ĉ)↑ F̂NI(ĉ) (Linear Model)

Notes: Figure presents the di”erence between the CDF of predicted cost when partisanship is allowed to influence enrolment

decisions vs. when it does not influence enrolment decisions.
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Table B.2: Change in Average Cost due to Political Adverse Selection (Linear Model)

Full Sample Only Republicans By ACA Rating Region By State

<30% 30–60% >60% 25 Least 25 Most
Republican Republican Republican Republican Republican

ÂC
I

$4776 $5287 $4646 $4811 $5342 $4614 $5023
(4643, 4877) (5002, 5505) (4501, 4807) (4672, 4927) (4863, 5845) (4476, 4739) (4843, 5165)

ÂC
NI

$4642 $4715 $4587 $4632 $5024 $4523 $4809
(4519, 4769) (4544, 4881) (4433, 4750) (4504, 4750) (4653, 5478) (4399, 4665) (4668, 4953)

ÂC
I
→ÂC

NI

ÂC
NI +2.89% +12.11% +1.3% +3.87% +6.33% +2% +4.46%

(+1.49%, +3.51%) (+7.31%, +14.33%) (+0.31%, +1.75%) (+2.07%, +4.75%) (+2.66%, +8.05%) (+0.92%, +2.55%) (+2.48%, +5.33%)

Notes: Table presents average costs in the marketplaces when partisan considerations influence enrolment decisions (ÂC
I
) and counterfactual average costs when partisan

considerations do not influence enrolment decisions (ÂC
NI

). Costs estimated via random forest, with covariates including age and age squared, a gender indicator and its

interaction with age, an indicator for college education or higher, an indicator for whether the respondent is white, an indicator for whether the respondent is married, family

size, an indicator for whether a person is healthy, seven income brackets, and dummies for interaction between region and year. Column 1 presents average costs among

the full sample; Column 2 presents average costs among Republican enrolees; Columns 3–5 present average costs among enrolees living in rating areas in which Republicans

comprise fewer than 30%, 30-60%, and greater than 60% of the enrolees, respectively; and Columns 6–7 present average costs among enrolees living in states with the share

of Republican enrolees below and above the median, respectively. 95% credible intervals obtained via Bayesian bootstrap.
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C Survey Instrument
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Consent

We are a group of nonpartisan researchers interested in compiling an
accurate and unbiased report about political and social attitudes in the US. 

Consent for Participation in a Research Study
Study Title: Political and Social Attitudes
Principal Investigator: Leo Bursztyn
 
DESCRIPTION: We are doing a research study about political and social
attitudes in the United States. The research project will consist of reading
information and answering a few short questions. Participation should take
approximately three minutes. 
 
RISKS and BENEFITS: The risks to your participation in this online study are
those associated with basic computer tasks, including boredom, fatigue, mild
stress, or breach of confidentiality. The only benefit to you, other than survey
compensation, is the learning experience from participating in a research
study.  The benefit to society is the contribution to scientific knowledge. 
 
COMPENSATION: Upon completion of the study, you will receive compensation
in the amount you have agreed to with the platform through which you entered
this survey. Partially-completed survey responses will not be compensated.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: All data will be stored on password-protected servers and
hard drives. We do not ask for any identifying information.
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Any reports and presentations about the findings from this study will not
include any identifying information. We may share the data we collect in this
study with other researchers doing future studies – if we share your data, we
will not include information that could identify you.
 
SUBJECT’S RIGHTS: Your participation is voluntary.  You may stop
participating at any time by closing the browser window or the program to
withdraw from the study.

For additional questions about this research, you may contact: 
Leonardo Bursztyn, normal-lab@uchicago.edu

For questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact:
The Social & Behavioral Sciences Institutional Review Board, University of
Chicago
Phone: (773) 834-7835
E-mail: sbs-irb@uchicago.edu

attention

The next question is about the following problem. In questionnaires like ours,
sometimes there are participants who do not carefully read the questions and
just quickly click through the survey. This means that there are a lot of random
answers which compromise the results of research studies. To show that you
read our questions carefully, please choose both “Extremely interested” and
“Not at all interested” as your answer in the below question.

Given the above, how interested are you in sports?

Extremely interested
Very interested
A little bit interested
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Demographics

Please indicate your gender.

What is your age?

Which category best describes your highest level of education?

Which of the following best describes your race or ethnicity?

Almost not interested
Not at all interested

Male
Female
Other/prefer not to say

Eighth grade or less
Some high school
High school degree/GED
Some college
2-year college degree
4-year college degree
Master's degree
Doctoral degree
Professional degree (JD, MD, MBA)

African American/Black
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Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

What was your family's gross household income in 2020 in US dollars?

In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a Republican, a Democrat, or
an Independent?

Asian/Asian American
Caucasian/White
Native American, Inuit or Aleut
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
Other

Yes
No

Less than $15,000
$15,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $200,000
More than $200,000

Republican
Democrat
Independent
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What is your ZIP code?

What is your current employment status?

What is your marital status?

How many other adults live in your household?

Full-time employee
Part-time employee
Self-employed or small business owner
Unemployed and looking for work
Student
Not in labor force (for example: retired or full-time parent)

Never married
Separated
Divorced
Widowed
Married

0 (I live alone)
1
2
3
4
5
6+
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How many children live in your household?

How would you describe your physical health?

Which best describes your current living situation?

Insurance

0
1
2
3
4
5+

Poor
Only fair
Good
Very good
Excellent

I rent from someone not in my family
I own my home
I live with parents
I live in a student dormitory
Other
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Do you have life insurance?

Which of the following best describes your auto insurance?

Do you have homeowner's insurance?

Do you have renter's insurance?

Thank you!

Thanks for completing our survey!

Yes
No
Not sure

I do not have auto insurance
I have basic auto insurance
I have comprehensive auto insurance
Not sure

Yes
No
Not sure

Yes
No
Not sure
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